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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A gooda dealing An apparatus for buying and selling 
goods connected to plural seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal devices 
through a computer network, and making a bargain for goods based on selling 
information and buying information for dealing goods which lose their market values 
after a period of time, which are output from said plural seller's terminal devices and said 
plural buyer's terminal devices, comprising: 

first dealing processing means for executing a orosa d e al sale by pre-engagement 
based on said buying information including desired buying date information output from 
said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling information including expected 
selling date information output from said seller's terminal devices; and 

second dealing processing means for oxoouting proc e s s ing of a dealing in which a 
conclusion is sequentially mado with every agreem e nt b e tween said buying information 
and said se llin g- information aftor oollating - pioooa of selling information on unsold gooda 
among - selling - information output from said s e ll e r's t e rminal d e vic es , and pioooa of 
buying information output from said buyer's terminal devices sequentially concluding a 
plurality of sales for goods_which remain unsold, each of said concluded sales being 
formed from selling information pertaining to said unsold goods, or newly entered selling 
information on said seller's terminal devices, and said buying information, said second 
dealing processing means arranging selling information based on selling conditions for 
said unsold goods and collating said buyer's information and selling information so that 
each subsequent sale results when selling conditions for said goods agree with buying 
information received from said buyer's terminals . 

Claims 2-46 cancelled. 
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47. (Currently amended) The gooda dealing apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

a copying processing means for proc e eding processing the selling information on 
unsold goods among the selling information output from said seller's terminal devices te 
for goods to be proooaoed for d e aling sold through said second dealing processing means 
after executing processing of a cross d e al by pro engagem e nt throu gh a sale by said first 
dealing processing means. 

48. (Currently amended) The good dealing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said second dealing processing means determines a dealing processing order of 
the selling information based on conditions of a selling information processing order to 
determine the processing order for said plural selling information, and determine 
determines a dealing processing order of the buying information based on conditions of a 
buying information processing order to determine a processing order for said plural 
buying information corresponding to each selling information in th e d e termined dealing 
proc e ssing ord e r of th e s e lling informa ttett, and executes sequentially d e aling prooogsing 
said subsequent sales according to said ordered information . 

49. (Currently amended) The geods - doaling apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said second dealing processing means include a CI dealing processing function 
based on buying information with relatively easy conditions, and a C2 dealing processing 
function based on buying information with more rigorous conditions than the CI dealing 
processing; and 

wherein the CI dealing processing is executed after buying conditions are relaxed 
for the buying information unsold with said C2 dealing processing. 
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50. (Currently amended) The goods dealing apparatus according to claim 1, 
further comprising: 

third dealing processing means for executing d e aling in a sale of unsold goods 
which result from either processing of said first dealing processing means or said second 
dealing processing means, 

wherein said third dealing processing means classify classified and di s play 
displays the unsold goods as goods to be excluded from sale and as those goods to be 
sold. 

51. (Currently amended) A goodn daaling An apparatus for buvinp and selling 
connected to plural seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal devices through 
a computer network, and making a oonoluoion of a bargain for sale.of goods based on 
selling information and buying information for dealing the goods which r e duc e in have a 
market value which decreases after a period of time, which information are output from 
said plural seller's terminal devices and said plural buyer's terminal devices, comprising: 

dealing processing means for executing processing of a cro s s d e a l first sale by pre- 
engagement based on said buying information including requested buying date 
information output from said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling 
information including expected selling date information output from said seller's terminal 
devices; 

first cluster formation means for forming clusters of buying information of the 
same buying conditions in plural pieces of said buying information; 

second cluster formation means for forming clusters of selling information which 
meet buying conditions corresponding to the respective clusters of said buying 
information in plural pieces of selling information; and 

dealing contract making means for making bafgam a sale by linking selling 

information with buying information between the clusters formed by said first cluster 

formation means and the corresponding clusters formed by said second cluster formation 
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means based on a predetermined processing order for the clusters of said buying 
information or a predetermined processing order for the clusters of said selling 
information. 

52. (Currently amended) The goodo dealing apparatus according to claim 51, 
wherein conditions for determining clusters by said first cluster formation means and said 
second cluster formation means are divided into plural levels; and 

wherein said dealing contract making means executes processing for making a 
bargain between the buying information cluster formed by said first cluster formation 
means and the selling information cluster formed by said second cluster formation means 
having the same level as the level of the buying information cluster. 

53. (Currently amended) A goods d e alin g An apparatus connected to plural 
seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal devices through a computer network, 
and making a bargain for sale of goods based on selling information and buying 
information for d e aling th e goods which lose their market values after passage of a period 
of time, which are output from said plural seller's terminal devices and said plural 
buyer's terminal devices, comprising: 

dealing processing means for executing processing of a cross deal first sale by pre- 
engagement based on buying information including requested buying date information 
output from said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling information including 
expected selling date information output from said seller's terminal devices; 

buying information readout means for determining a processing order for said 
plural pieces of buying information based on predetermined conditions, and reading out 
respective buying information in the determined order; 

cluster formation means for forming clusters of selling information having the 
same conditions as the buying conditions contained in the readout buying information; 
and 
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dealing contract making means for making a bar gain sale by linking respective 
selling information contained in the clusters of the selling information formed by said 
cluster formation means with said buying information. 

54. (Currently amended) A gooda d e aling Ag apparatus connected to plural 
seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal devices through a computer network, 
and making a bargain sale for goods based on selling information and buying information 
for doaling tho goods which lose their market values after passage of time, which 
information are output from said plural seller's terminal devices and said plural buyer's 
terminal devices, comprising: 

dealing processing means for executing a cross d e a - 1 sale by pre-engagement based 
on buying information including requested buying date information output from said 
buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling information including expected selling 
date information output from said seller's terminal devices; 

selling information readout means for determining a processing order for said 
plural pieces of selling information based on predetermined conditions, and reading out 
respective selling information in the determined order; 

cluster formation means for forming clusters of the buying information having the 
same conditions as the selling conditions contained in the readout selling information; 
and 

dealing contract making means for making a bargain by linking respective buying 
information contained in the clusters of the buying information formed by said cluster 
formation means with said selling information. 
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55. (Currently amended) A goocta d e aling An apparatus connected to plural 
seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal devices through a computer network, 
and making a bargain for goods based on selling information and buying information for 
d e aling the goods which lose their market value after passage of a period of time, which 
are output from said plural seller's terminal devices and said plural buyer's terminal 
devices, comprising: 

dealing processing means for executing processing of a eross deal by pre- 
ongagomont sale based on said buying information including requested buying date 
information and arrival place information output from said buyer* s terminal devices 
and/or based on selling information including expected selling date information and 
shipping place information output from said seller's terminal devices; and 

a distribution cost table defining each distribution cost for every shipping place 
and arrival place, 

wherein information including distribution costs defined in said distribution cost 
table based on said shipping place information and arrival place information is 
transmitted to said buyer's terminal device when a dealing demand purchase request is 
issued from said buyer's side terminal devices to said selling information. 

56. (Currently amended) A goods dealing buying and selling system connected 
to plural seller's terminal devices, plural buyer's terminal devices, and at least a market 
management device through a computer network, and making a bargain for goods with 
said market management device based on selling information and buying information for 
d e aling selling goods which lose their market values after passage of time, which are 
output from said plural seller's terminal devices and said plural buyer's terminal devices, 

said market management device, comprising: 

first dealing processing means for executing a cross deal sale by pr e-e ngag e ment 

based on buying information output from said buyer's terminal devices; 

second dealing processing means for executing a oross - d e al sale by pfe- 
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e ngag e ment based on said selling information output from said seller's terminal devices; 
and 

third dealing processing means for processing of dealing ft sale in which a bargain 
is concluded with every agreement between said buying information and said selling 
information after collating selling information on unsold goods among the selling 
information output from said seller's terminal devices and buying information newly 
output from said buyer's terminal devices, after following executing processing of a e*eas 
deal sale by pro - engagement with said first dealing processing means and second dealing 
processing means. 

57. (Currently amended) The goods dealing buying and selling system 
according to claim 56, wherein said market management device furthor oompriooo third 
dealing prooooaing moano for executing dealing in un s old goods r e sulting from at l e ast 
eith e r said first d e aling proc e ssing m e ans or se cond dealing processing m e ans, 

said third dealing processing means classifying classifies the unsold goods as 
goods to be excluded and as goods to be sold. 

58. (Currently amended) The goods d e aling buying and selling system 
according to claim 57, wherein said market management device further comprises pre- 
confirmation dealing processing means for executing a pre-confirmation 4&eA of sale 
based on forecast information before confirmation of the amount of goods to be received, 

wherein said seller's terminal devices 

transmit forecast selling information to said pre-confirmation deal processing 
means before confirmation of the amount of the goods to be received, 

transmit selling information to said first dealing processing means and/or said 
second dealing processing means after confirmation of the amount of the goods to be 
received, and 

transmit selling information for the goods to be sold to said third dealing 
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processing means when unsold goods result from at least any processing among said pre- 
confirmation dealing processing means, the first dealing processing means, and the 
second dealing processing means. 

59. (Currently amended) A goods d e aling method for concluding a plurality of 
deals using information obtained from using a goods dealing apparatus oonn e ct e d to 
plural seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal devices through a computer 
network, and making a bargain for goods which lose their market value over time based 
on selling information and buying information for doaling of the goods whieh - Ieco thoir 
values aft e r a p e riod of timo, which oro output from s aid - p l ural seller's terminal d e vic e s 
and said plurol buyor's tcmiiual device s comprising: 

a first doaling prooo ss ing st o p for executing a oross deal by pr e- engagement based 
on buying information including d e sired buying dato - ifi formation output from aaid 
buyer' o torminal d e vices and/or based - on s e lling information including expect e d - s e lling 
date information output from s aid s e ll e r's terminal d e vic e s; and 

a -se oond d e aling pro c essing s t e p for executing a deal cvory - timo an agr ee ment 
b e tw ee n said buying information and said selling information oxioto, aft e r collating piece s 
of s e lling information on un s old goods among s e lling information output from said 
s e ll e r's terminal devis e or from soiling information newly output from said se ll e r s 
tomiinal d e vices, and pieocs of buying information output - from said buy e r's terminal 
d e vice s 

a first dealing processing step for executing a first sale between buyer and seller 
bv pre-engagement based on buying information* including a desired buying date, and/or 
on selling information having a selling date: and 

a second dealing processing step for concluding a plurality of subsequent sales of 

unsold goods following said first sale: said second dealinR processing step arranging said 

selling information an d any new selling information received from said sellers terminal 

devices in an order and collating said selling information and said buying information. 
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said second dealing processing step sequentially concluding a plurality of sales each time 
said selling information and buying information agree . 

60. (Currently amended) The goods dealing method according to claim 59, 
further comprising: 

a copying processing step for processing the selling information for unsold goods 
among the selling information output from said seller's terminal devices for dealing sale 
through said second dealing processing step after executing a cross deal sale by pro 
e ngag e m e nt through said first dealing processing step; 

61. Cancelled 

62. (Currently amended) The goods dealing method according to claim 59, 
wherein said second dealing processing step includes a CI dealing processing based on 
buying information with relatively easy conditions, and a C2 dealing processing based on 
buying information with more rigorous conditions than the Cl dealing processing; and 

wherein the Cl dealing processing is executed after the C2 processing wh e n where 
conditions are relaxed for the buying information remaining after said C2 dealing 
processing. 

63* (Currently amended) The goodo dealing method according to claim 59, 
further comprising: 

third dealing processing step for executing dealing in unsold goods after either 
processing of said first dealing processing step or said second dealing processing step; 

wherein said third dealing processing step classifies and displays the unsold goods 
as goods to be excluded from sale and as goods to be sold. 
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64, (Currently amended) A goods dealing method for buying and selling goods 
using a goods dealing apparatus connected to plural seller's terminal devices and plural 
buyer's terminal devices through a computer network, and making a bargain for goods 
based on selling information and buying information for the goods which lose their 
market value after a period of time, which are output from said plural seller's terminal 
devices and said plural buyer's terminal devices comprising: 

a dealing processing step for executing processing of a orosa d e al by pr e- 
e ngag e ment sale based on said buying information including requested buying date 
information output from said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling 
information including expected selling date information output from said seller's terminal 
devices; 

a first cluster formation step for forming clusters of buying information under the 
same buying conditions included in plural pieces of said buying information; 

a second cluster formation step for forming clusters of selling information, which 
meet buying conditions corresponding to the respective clusters of said buying 
information, contained in plural pieces of selling information; and 

a contract making step for making a bargain by linking selling information with 
buying information between the clusters formed by said first cluster formation step and 
the corresponding clusters formed by said second cluster formation step based on a 
predetermined processing order for the clusters of said buying information or a 
predetermined processing order for the clusters of said selling information, 

65. (Currently amended) The goods dealing stop method according to claim 
64, wherein conditions for determining clusters by said first cluster information step and 
said second cluster formation step are divided into plural levels; and 

wherein said contract making step executes proc es sing for making a bargain 

between the buying information cluster formed by said first cluster formation step and the 

selling information cluster formed by said second cluster formation step having the same 
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level as the level of the buying information cluster. 

66. (Currently amended) A goods dealin g method for buying and selling goods 
using a goods dealing apparatus connected to plural seller's terminal devices and plural 
buyer's terminal devices through a computer network* and making a bargain for goods 
based on selling information and buying information for goods which lose market value 
after passage of time, which are output from said plural seller* s terminal devices and said 
plural buyer's terminal devices, comprising: 

a dealing processing step for executing a cross - dea l sale by pre-engagement based 
on buying information including requested buying date information output from said 
buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling information including expected selling 
date information output from said seller's terminal devices; 

a buying information readout step for determining a processing order for said 
plural pieces of buying information based on predetermined conditions, and reading out 
respective buying information in the determined order; 

a cluster information step for forming clusters of selling information having the 
same conditions as the buying conditions contained in the readout buying information; 
and 

a contract making step for making a bargain by linking respective selling 
information contained in the clusters of the selling information formed by said cluster 
formation step with said buying information. 

67. (Currently amended) A goods dealing method using a goods dealing 

selling apparatus connected to plural seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal 

devices through a computer network, and making a bargain for goods based on selling 

information and buying information for the goods which lose their market values after 

passage of time, which are output from said plural seller's terminal devices and said 

plural buyer's terminal devices, comprising: 

12 



PAGE 19/44 * RCVD AT 4/22^004 4:10:20 PM [Eastern Daylight Tmie] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2022936229 * DURATION (mm-ss):13-18 



PPR-22-2004 16=19 CONNOLLY BOUE LODGE &HUTZ 2022936229 P. 20/44 



Application No.: 09/581,021 Docket No.: 21 776-0005 0-US 

a dealing processing step for executing processing of a cross d e al sale by pre- 
engagement based on buying information including requested buying date information 
output from said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling information including 
expected selling date information output from said seller's terminal devices; 

a selling information readout step for determining a processing order for said 
plural pieces of selling information based on predetermined conditions, and reading out 
respective selling information in the determined order; 

a cluster formation step for forming clusters of the buying information having the 
same conditions as the selling conditions contained in the readout selling information; 
and 

a contract making step for making a bargain by linking respective buying 
information contained in the clusters of the buying information formed by said cluster 
formation step with said selling information. 



68. (Currently amended) A goods dealing step using a goods dealing selling 
apparatus connected to plural seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal 
devices through a computer network, and making a bargain for goods based on selling 
information and buying information for dealmg sellin g the goods which lose or reduce 
their market values after passage of a period of time, which are output from said plural 
seller's terminal devices and said plural buyer's terminal devices* comprising: 

a dealing processing step for executing a oross deal by pr e-e ngag e mont sale based 
on said buying information including requested buying date information and arrival place 
information output from said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling 
information including expected selling date information and shipping place information 
output from said seller's terminal devices; and 

a transmitting step for transmitting information including distribution costs 

referring to a distribution cost table defining each distribution cost for every shipping 

place and arrival place based on said shipping place information and arrival place 
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information wh e n a d e aling start d e mand it? in response to a demand issued to said se lling 
information from said buyer's terminal devices. 

69. (Currently amended) A storage medium to store a computer program for e 
goods dealing apparatus to buy and sell goods based on information received from 
connect e d to plural seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's terminal devices through 
a computer network, and making a conclusion of a bargain for the goods based on selling 
information and buying information for the goods which lose their market values after 
passage of time / which are output from said plural seller's t e rminal dovioes - ond said 
plural buyer's terminal devices, comprising: 

a first dealing processing step for executing a cro s s first deal by pre-engagement 
based on said buying information, including requested buying date information output 
from said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling information including an 
expected selling date information output from said seller's terminal devices; and 

a computer roadablo storage m e dium s toring a computer program to e x e cut e a 
ocoond dealing proc e ssing s tep of a dealing in which an agreement is - sequentially made 
with e v e ry agreement between s aid buying information and s aid selling information after 
collating picco s- of selling information on unsold goods among th e s e lling - inform at ion 
output from said s e ll e r's t e rminal devic es or s e lling information newly output from said 
seller's sid e t e rminal devices; - and buying information output from said buyer' s t e rminal 
devices 

a second dealing processing step for executing subsequent deals for unsold poods 

followin g said first deal, said second processing step ordering selling information based 

on selling conditions for said unsold goods from said selling information and any updated 

selling information received from said sellers terminal devices and collating said selling 

information and buy ing information according to said order, said second processing step 

concluding a sale of goods each time said selling information agrees with buyer 

information received from said buyers terminal devices . 
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70. (Currently amended) A storage medium to store a computer program for a 
goods dealing apparatus connected to plural seller's terminal devices and plural buyer's 
terminal devices through a computer network, and making a bargain for goods based on 
selling information and buying information for goods which lose or reduce their market 
value after passage of time, which are output from said plural seller's terminal devices 
and said plural buyer's terminal devices, comprising: 

a dealing processing step for executing processing of a oroos deal by pro - 
ongagemont first sale based on said buying information including requested buying date 
information output from said buyer's terminal devices and/or based on selling 
information including expected selling date information output from said seller's terminal 
devices; 

a first cluster formation step for forming clusters of buying information under the 
same buying conditions included in the respective buying information, as to said plural 
pieces of said buying information; 

a second cluster formation step for forming clusters of selling information which 
meet buying conditions corresponding to the respective clusters of said buying 
information, as to plural pieces of selling information; and 

a computer readable storage medium to record a computer program for letting said 
goods dealing apparatus execute a d e aling contract making step for making a conclusion 
of th e concluding a bargain by linking selling information with buying information 
between the clusters formed by said first cluster formation step and the corresponding 
clusters formed by said second cluster formation step based on a predetermined 
processing order for the clusters of said buying information or a predetermined 
processing order for the clusters of said selling information. 
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